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SUBJECT: GOT FONMIN CHATTI RETURNS FROM MISSION TO LEBANON 
EXPRESSING PESSIMISM 

1 . GOT FOREIGN MINISTER HABIB CHATTI, ONE OF THREE MEMBERS 

OF AN ARAB LEAGUE TEAM SENT TO ATTEMPT MEDIATION IN LEBANESE 
CRISIS, RETURNED TOTUNIS JULY 7. IN STATEMENT TO PRESS 
ON ARRIVAL, HE SAID THAT THE RESULTS OF THE MISSION WERE 
VERY SLIGHT AND THAT HE WAS DISTRESSED DESPITE ALL THE 
EFFORTS OF ARAB MEDIATORS, HE SAID, THE SITUATION CONTINUES 
TO DEGENERATE. NOTING THAT THE BLOODSHED HAD GONE ON FOR 
FIFTEEN MONTHS, CHATTI SAID THAT IT WAS NOT REASONABLE 
TO EXPECT IMMEDIATE RESULTS. 

2. CHATTI ALSO TOLD PRESS THAT TUNISIAN PARTICIPA- 
TION IN MEDIATING MISSION HAD BEEN "VERY FAVORABLY" 
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WISDOM, AND ITS POLITICAL FARSIGHTEDNESS. ASKED ABOUT 
FUTURE MEDIATION EFFORTS, CHATTI SAID ARABS SHOULD CONTINUE 
EFFORTS TO RESOLVE CRISIS, BUT HE ADDED THAT NO ONE CAN 
PREDICT WHAT WILL HAPPEN. 

3. PRESS ALSO REPORTED THAT CHATTI DISCUSSED HIS MISSION 
IN LEBANON WITH PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA IMMEDIATELY AFTER 
HIS RETURN, BUT NO DETAILS OF THIS MEETING WERE GIVEN. 

4. COMMENT: IN ITS TREATMENT OF LEBANESE CRISIS, GOT 
HAS EMPHASIZED DAMAGE DONE TO PALESTINIAN CAUSE AND 
"PLOTS" TO PARTITION LEBANON. CHATTI APPARENTLY FELT 
THAT HIS ROLE AS MEDIATOR PREVENTED HIM FROM REPEATING 
THESE VIEWS ON RETURN FROM HIS FRUITLESS MISSION. 
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